ATYVs and their Impact

*The ATV, an admirable piece of technology

*But some key feéatures have drawbacks
resulting in
»>Damage to Nature
»>Unpleasantness to other users

=Consequences to Protected Area Planning




The ATV, an admirable plece of
technology :

="ATVs can go anywhere
=ATVs are both wWork horse and fun machme

*ATVs have matured: capable, reliable, safe, and
affordable




But some ATYV features have
drawbacks : £5

"coarse tire tread

*high _torque

=ability to carry stuff -

"engine creates noise’and exhaust







Example - Damage to Ski Trail -
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xample - Damage to Ski Trail =
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"Trail after ATV use




xample - Damage to Ski Trail™
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“"Hills'erode - §ame-place in faILand in winter
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xample - Damage to Ski Trail

*Low spots become mud-peools -
*Danger to skier and groomer alike




“"Example - Damage to Ski Trail =
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xample - ATVson Portages

-~ - «Canoe (going stralght) Snowmobile (to left) and. -
ATV (to right) . — -

—




xample - ATVson Portages™ =
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*The surface of the path.is destroyed.(picuredatan

early stage)




xample - ATVs on Portages

*Low spots become mini-ponds ( real problem when ~

you carry canoe and gear). . . .




ke creek beds -

k |

on Portages

ATVs

-
c
(4]
v

k
()
S
;
(%)

2

=
~

“Example




“Example - ATVs on Portages

*Road 'work becomes. necessary (in this.case the

ATVers brought in concrete.to.improve an eraded hill sectnon)




xample - ATVson Portages ™

" Trails widen (to width of vehicle) and drivers create muIt_:jELe_tracks il




Example - ATVs on Portages

" Trails multlply and chew into-the forest (once a single trail, image
created by walking all new trails with.GPS)




xample - ATVson Portages™




‘Example - ATVs on Portag
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sOff-Trail ATV use

> destroys wetland
»and vegetation

*note: "ATV in swamp

u u u
*"image found on internet,
* location unknewn







Summary ATVs damage exustmg
trails '

"ATVs destroy the trail's-surface
> hills: smooth trail erodes into stream beds
> low spots-turn into-mud pools

*ATVs degrade the character of the trail
>widen

> multiply into a weave
»>breed more trails
»tempt larger vehicles to enter




Summary ATVs damage the
forest ecology '

"damage to soil:
> wetlands
»forest floor
»erosion on grades
-+ ~wdamage to"the character of the forest:
>erosion consequences

> destroyed vegetation on new trails
»opening of canopy makes it a different forest
»chance for alien species to invade




Sﬁmmary: ATVs impact other
users : =

"All other users suffer:
> Noise spoils quiet enjoyment.of:nature

> Pollution (air, fuel, oil), increasing with growing use

» Garbage starts to show

-~ ~uSkiers encounter ruined trails, and the season shortens = -
for-them

=Canoeists carry across Portages that have become
unpleasant, confusing and hazardous

=Snowmobiler suffer from erosion created by ATV use




What is the OLL Vision for-
Protected Areas?

=l SVE| Op b0y FESGUTLE S TR

Sustainznl =y to-meet today's needs
and to ensure-these resources are
available for future generations"

*(OLL Land Use Strategy 1999, P.2)




Plinming fof-Proidesge
'recogmze AR ATl Il oo I):Lz’ =with the
area’s designation
uif ATV traffic is granted,
>insist on ot foclceailaupfiaosta prevent
erosion i

B classiiyeen S arEl TSl S e oz to reflect the
true impact on the environment
v clrczz=the ATV community on the damaging effects
of ATV traffic -

mencourage the ATV.usertorc = rzin gzl =r
rerreniis = from the manufacturer




Thanks for listening, and do enloy
the outdoors' ' =

—material collected and put together by Erhard
Kraus

—comments are welcome:
*416-293-3755
*erhard@interlog.com

~ —February 28, 2005
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